
Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 




his application is in condition for aiiowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to 
osed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qua/fe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.G.213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-3 and 6-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K1 Claimfs) 3 and 6-14 is/are allowed. 
5)K Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)iEl The drawing(s) filed on 12 November 2003 is/are: a)M accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the oon-eotion is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonm PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) K1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)SAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 .n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



ce of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. . 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U. S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kojima et al. 
(5,458,673). 

3. Kojima et al. '673 teach an exhaust gas particulate filter system, comprising a 
honeycombed filter having a multiplicity of cells surrounded by partitioning walls for trapping 
particulates, and a bypass/regeneration system that diverts exhaust gas from the filter after a 
pressure loss increases to a predetermined value from particulate depositing (figures 9, 23, col. 9, 
line 35 to col. 9, line 36), When the gas is diverted, the pressure loss is no longer increased. The 
filter must inherently be designed so that it does not melt during use. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings were received on November 12, 2003, These drawings are approved. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3 and 6-14 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The examiner agrees 
with applicant's statements and arguments on how claims 3 and 6-14 distinguish over the prior 
art. With respect to Dimick et al. '966, the examiner agrees that the upper end cannot be taken to 
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be the downstream end because the caps (18") would be blown off from the exhaust gas 
pressure. 

Any comments considered necessary by appUcant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 2 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The remaining claims are allowable and outstanding 
rejections of those claims are withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

8. AppHcant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frank M. Lawrence whose telephone number is 571-272-1 161. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 571-272-1 156. The 6x phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-0987. 



Frank M. Lawrence 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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